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Boston IAJGS Conference To Feature  
Rich and Varied Program 

by Carol Clingan 

hen the Jewish Genealogical Society of Boston 
agreed to host the 33rd International Association of 

Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS) International Con-
ference on Jewish Genealogy, August 4–9, 2013, it commit-
ted to showcase the many genealogical treasures—both 
people and places—in its region, along with the broad range 
of programs people have come to expect at this premier 
annual conference. The rich and varied planned program 
(online at www.IAJGS2013.org) reflects this goal. 
 Opening day, Sunday, August 4, will feature a re-
envisioned Special Interest Group (SIG) and Birds of a 
Feather (BOF) Fair now called the SHARE Fair (SIGs and 
BOFs, Historical Societies, Archives, Repositories, Emi-
nent Jewish Genealogical Societies). As its acronym sug-
gests, the fair will feature exhibits not only from many SIGs 
and BOFs, but also by local genealogical societies and re-
positories such as the American Jewish Historical Society, 
New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston Public 
Library maps collection, Documenting Maine Jewry and the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Connecticut with the God-
frey Library. This fair has been planned for the beginning 
of the conference so that attendees may learn what is avail-
able and make plans to visit places during the week. 
 Attendees may have to make hard choices deciding what 
to attend with five and a half days of rich and varied pro-
gramming. More than 200 programs will be offered. These 
will feature some of the luminaries of Jewish genealogy—
including many IAJGS Lifetime Achievement Award Win-
ners such as Warren Blatt, Hal Bookbinder, Stanley Dia-
mond, Peter Landé, Jeff Malka, Howard Margol, Steve 
Morse, Michael Tobias and Miriam Weiner. Crista Cowan 
and Duff Wilson from ancestry.com will teach about the 
site’s features at many levels. Bennett Greenspan, founder 
of Family Tree DNA, will talk about the basics and the 
newest developments in the field. 
 Talented local speakers who have not spoken before at 
an IAJGS conference will be at the Boston conference. 
These include Ellen Smith, coauthor of The Jews of Boston, 
and Sharon Pucker Rivo, director of the National Center for 
Jewish Film at Brandeis University. The full schedule is 
listed on the conference website at IAJGS2013.org. 
 The Program Committee has worked hard to present 
speakers and programs from and about New England and to 
provide access to special collections of material. At the 
same time, both the Program Committee and the SIGs are 
bringing to Boston a number of historians, genealogical 
experts and archivists from Belgium, Czech Republic, 
Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Lithuania, Poland and 
Ukraine. For most of the archivists, this will be their first 
IAJGS conference. Among them are:  

 • Ward Adriaens: Head of Archives, Kazerne Dossin, 
Mechelen Belgium, Memorial and Museum of the Holo-
caust 
 • Dr. Lenka Matušíková: Archivist, Deputy Head of the 
First Department (responsible for the pre-1848 state and 
church archival holdings) of the National Archives in Pra-
gue, Czech Republic  
 • Olga Muzychuk: Deputy Head of the State Archival 
Service of Ukraine  
 • Zsuzsanna Toronyi: Head of the Hungarian Jewish 
Archives 
 • Yochai Ben Ghedalia: Director of the Central Archives 
for the History of the Jewish People 
 Many programs stand alone; others are grouped into 
tracks for easy identification and attendance. The first track, 
starting on Sunday, is the Beginners’ Track, a broad, two-
part program. Some programs focus on more specific topics 

such as “finding lost classmates 
and living relatives.” Others ad-
dress Sephardic research, technol-
ogy, DNA and networking. Geo-
graphic programs on various an-
cestral areas will be offered.  
 The conference also will include 
a full range of hands-on work-
shops, such as both MAC and PC 
computer workshops and work-
shops on various languages (Ger-

man, Russian, Polish and Hebrew), photograph identification 
and preservation, document preservation and restoration. 
 Throughout the week, the conference will feature an ex-
hibit hall, a film program, a resource room, and author events 
and book signings. Attendees have come to expect all of this 
from the IAJGS’ annual conference, but the Boston planners 
hope to have the best array ever. 
 A blockbuster set of evening programs has been selected, 
all of which will be free of charge except for the banquet 
event. As previously reported, the keynote speaker will be 
Aaron Lansky, rescuer of countless volumes from our Yid-
dish heritage and founder of the unique National Yiddish 
Book Center. On Monday night, another local legend, 
Hankus Netsky, founder of the New England Conservatory 
Klezmer Band, will speak and perform (www.klezmercon-
servatory.com/bio.html). Tuesday night, the entertainment 
will take a more serious and poignant note, as the international 
classical pianist Mona Golabek performs “The Children of 
Willesden Lane,” music and narration about her mother’s 
experience on the Kindertransport (www.wbur.org/2012/12/ 
05/willesden-lane-golabek). Wednesday night a homegrown 
Boston group with a national reputation, Safam, will perform 
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a lively concert of Jewish American music (www.safam. 
com). The Thursday night banquet will feature another inter-
nationally known local singing group, the Zamir Chorale 
(http://zamir.org). There will also be a new version of the 
popular Game Night, which includes Jewish genealogy ver-
sions of Jeopardy and Family Feud.  
 Tours will showcase local treasures in the New England 
region —the National Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, 
Massachusetts and the historic Touro Synagogue in New-
port, Rhode Island. Noted Boston historian Ellen Smith will 
lead two walking tours of Boston neighborhoods where 
Jewish immigrants first settled. 
 
Carol Clingan has been an avid genealogist for more than 20 
years. She has traced each of her grandparent’s families back 
to the early 19th century in Ukraine and Belarus and has done 
extensive research for other relatives and friends. Clingan is 
Vice President of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Boston and has been a member of its Board for 15 years. 
  

Lucille Gudis Memorial Lecture 
 Each year, the Jewish Genealogical Society, 
Inc. (New York) sponsors a lecture at the IAJGS con-
ference in memory of its longtime leader, Lucille Gudis. 
This year’s sponsorship will be a series of three lectures 
by two noted historians, Annie Polland and Daniel 
Soyer. Polland, Education Vice President at the Tene-
ment Museum in New York City, and Soyer, a profes-
sor at Fordham University in NYC, will give a joint 
lecture about their newly published book, part of the 
award-winning three-volume History of the Jews of 
New York. They wrote Volume II, Emerging Metropo-
lis: New York Jews in the Age of Immigration, 1840–
1920. In addition to their joint presentation, Polland will 
speak on “Working for the Sabbath: Eastern European 
Immigrants in New York and their Religion. Soyer will 
speak on “My Future is in America: Yiddish Immigrant 
Autobiographies.” 


